Categorilla                                                                                          EMIGRANT REMITTANCES

OVER 150 million migrants sent an estimated $301 billion to their families in 162 developing countries in 2006. Remittances have been increasingly recognized as an effective means to alleviate poverty, particularly in rural areas where access to credit would otherwise be impossible. Although India and Mexico receive the most cash, at around $24.5 billion each, this represents less than 3% of their GDP. By contrast, Guinea-Bissau relies heavily on its migrants' money, with remittances making up nearly half of GDP. (Source: Economist.com, 10/23/2007)
Prepare two maps: The first shows the countries whose emigrants send home the greatest amounts of money. The second is the countries whose emigrants contribute the largest proportion of the GDP through their remittances, in other words, the countries to whom remittances “matter most.”
 (Data source: The Economist, 11/25/2006, p. 106.)
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	Things that complicate the system of remittances.
	Reasons for which remittances are increasingly important in the world.

	
	



