THE GEOGRAPHY OF MODERN ECONOMIC CHANGE

Part One:  Are We There Yet?  Classifications of Economic Development

Introduction:  Countries of the world can be classified according to level of economic development, based on a broad array of socio-economic variables.  Until fairly recently, many sources simply classified nations into “developed” and “underdeveloped”.   Sometimes they are referred to as the “haves” and “have nots”.  There are some problems using such a simple, two-category classification.  First, there is the underlying implications of superiority and inferiority of the developed nations and underdeveloped nations, respectively.  Secondly, many countries do not clearly fit into either of these two broad categories.  For the purposes of this activity, the following four-fold classifications will be used:

1. Underdeveloped

2. Developing

3. Almost Developed

4. Developed

These economic stages correlate with the four stages of the demographic transition model discussed earlier in the year.

Field Work:  Choose a world country, and refer to the CIA factbook Web site  http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/.  Look up the requested data for your country, as per the categories of information in the table below, and circle the numbers that apply to your country.  Total the number of circles in each column.

Country Chosen:______________________________

	VARIABLE
	UNDER-

DEVELOPED
	DEVELOPING
	ALMOST DEVELOPED
	DEVELOPED

	Population Growth Rate (%)
	>3
	2.1 – 3
	1 - 2
	<1

	Birth Rate (per 1000)
	>45
	31 - 45
	20 - 30
	<20

	Population under Age 15
	>40%
	31 – 40%
	20 – 30%
	<20%

	Infant Mortality Rate (per 1000 births)
	>100
	51 – 100
	10 – 50
	<10

	Life Expectancy
	<55
	55 – 64
	65 – 70
	>70

	G.D.P. per capita
	<$200
	$200 - $1,900
	$2,000 - $15,000
	>$15,000

	G.D.P. % Agriculture
	>40%
	21 – 40%
	10 – 20%
	<10%

	% of Labor in Agriculture
	>30%
	21 – 30%
	10 – 20%
	<10%

	Persons per Television*
	>500
	101 - 500
	10 – 100
	<10

	TOTAL CIRCLES
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion (Check One)
	
	
	
	


*Calculate Persons per Television Set by dividing the Total Country Population by the number of televisions.

1. Where does your country best fit in terms of level of development? 
