
tropical cash crops                                                                                                                           PLANTATION ECONOMIES 
 
Listed below are the eight most significant tropical plantation crops and the four largest producers/exporters of each.  Map their distribution.  
Add together the number of crops for which each country is a major producer to create a “score” for each.  List the world’s top  

 
 

Plantation economy “score” 

Brazil 3 

China  

Colombia  

Costa Rica  

Côte d’Ivoire  

Cuba  

Ecuador  

Ghana  

Honduras  

India  

Indonesia  

Malaysia  

Mexico  

Nigeria  

Philippines  

Sri Lanka  

Thailand  

 

 Bananas Cacao Coffee Copra Palm oil Rubber 
(natural) 

Tea Sugar (from 
cane) 

1 
Ecuador Côte d’Ivoire Brazil Philippines Malaysia Indonesia India India 

2 
Costa Rica Brazil Colombia Indonesia Indonesia Malaysia China Brazil 

3 
Colombia Ghana Indonesia India Nigeria Thailand Sri Lanka Cuba 

4 
Honduras Malaysia Mexico Mexico Thailand India Indonesia China 


